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Introduction and opening sentences 
 
Lord God we come together to worship you 
Help us to pray to you in faith 
To sing your praise with gratitude,  
And to listen to your word with eagerness;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Hymn: Speak, O Lord 
 
1. Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen 
today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 
 
2. Teach us Lord full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see, 

 Your majestic love and authority.  
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 
   
3. Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans 
for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of 
time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on Your 
promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with 
us. 
Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 
                  Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 

 
 

 



 

 

Prayer of Penitence (a time to say sorry to God) 

The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. As we offer ourselves to 

him in penitence and faith, we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy.  

 

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart. Christ, have mercy.  

Christ have mercy. 

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided. Lord, have mercy.  

Lord have mercy. 
 

Absolution 
May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

Collect (2nd Sunday before Advent) 
 Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation: stir us from apathy, restrain us from excess 
and revive us in new hope that all creation will one day be healed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Reading: Matthew 25: 14-30 (Richard) 
  

 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to 

one he gave five talents,[a] to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 

went away.  The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and 

made five more talents.  In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.  

But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money.  After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.  

Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 

“Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.”  His master said to 

him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 

in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  And the one with the two talents also 

came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 

talents.”  His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 



 

in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  Then the 

one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh 

man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;  so I was afraid, 

and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.”  But his master replied, 

“You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did 

not scatter?  Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would 

have received what was my own with interest.  So take the talent from him, and give it to the one 

with the ten talents.  For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 

but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  As for this worthless 

slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 

Reflection                                 

 

 

                                      
 

Song: Take my Life  (Chris Tomlin)  
 

The Creed 
 

 Let us declare our faith and trust in God. 
 
 We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
 We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
 We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high 
 We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Intercessions ( written by Marilyn and read by Diane)  
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

We share the Peace  
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

 



 

Hymn: In Christ Alone 
 
1.In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and 
storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
 
2.In Christ alone, who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 

3.There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave he rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
4. No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
                 Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 
 

 

The Blessing  

May God, who gives patience and encouragement, give us a spirit of unity to live in harmony 

as we follow Jesus Christ, so that with one voice we may glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Becky accompanies us in all our Songs today                        St Paul’s Egham Hythe CCLI 30165 / Streaming licence 

112909 

 

https://genius.com/8212738/Stuart-townend-in-christ-alone/In-christ-alone-my-hope-is-found-he-is-my-light-my-strength-my-song
https://genius.com/8212738/Stuart-townend-in-christ-alone/In-christ-alone-my-hope-is-found-he-is-my-light-my-strength-my-song
https://genius.com/8212762/Stuart-townend-in-christ-alone/This-cornerstone-this-solid-ground-firm-through-the-fiercest-drought-and-storm
https://genius.com/8212762/Stuart-townend-in-christ-alone/This-cornerstone-this-solid-ground-firm-through-the-fiercest-drought-and-storm
https://genius.com/8212762/Stuart-townend-in-christ-alone/This-cornerstone-this-solid-ground-firm-through-the-fiercest-drought-and-storm

