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Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 

 

The lighting of the Advent candles  
As we light our first Advent candle Annie sings: 

Come now O prince of peace, make us one body 

Come O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 

Hymn:  Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

 Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

 Make us your own, your holy people, 

 light for the world to see. 

  Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  

  Shine through the darkness.  

  Christ be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.  

  

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

 Longing for hope, many despair. 

 Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

 Make us your living voice.  Chorus  

  

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

 Longing for water, many still thirst. 

 Make us your bread, broken for others, 

 shared until all are fed.  Chorus  

 



4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

 Make us your building, sheltering others, 

 walls made of living stones.  Chorus  

 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

 many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

 Let us be servants to one another, 

 making your kingdom come.  Chorus  
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Confession  
 

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in 

darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  Therefore in the light 

of Christ let us confess our sins. 

  

Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of your kingdom: 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

  

You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness: 

Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 

  

You will come in glory with salvation for your people: 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
  

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be 

destroyed, forgive you your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of his kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  

 

Collect  
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to 

the light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 



Reading: Mark 13: 24 - 37 
24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 

powers in the heavens will be shaken.  26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man 

coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send out the 

angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 
 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 

and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you 

see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 

gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 
 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 

when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 

home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 

or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 

Reflection 

 

The Creed 
 Let us declare our faith and trust in God. 

 

All: We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven  

and on earth is named. 

 We believe in God the Son,  

 who lives in our hearts through faith,  

and fills us with his love. 

 We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  

 who strengthens us with power from on high 

 We believe in one God;  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 



Intercessions 

 
Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 

before our Maker and Redeemer. 

 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord:   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That God may establish among the nations his sceptre of righteousness, 

let us pray to the Lord:   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures 

and recognize him in the breaking of the bread, 

let us pray to the Lord:   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That God may bind up the broken-hearted, restore the sick 

and raise up all who have fallen, 

let us pray to the Lord:   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That the light of God’s coming may dawn 

on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death, 

let us pray to the Lord:   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That, with all the saints in light, we may shine forth as lights for the world, 

let us pray to the Lord:   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray to the mercy and 

protection of our heavenly Father: 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ first came to seek and to 

save the lost; so may he come again to find in us the completion of his 

redeeming work; for he is now alive and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen. 



Peace  
God will speak peace to his people, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

 

As the table is prepared we listen to  

Peace child by Bernadette Farrell (sung by Annie) 

 

As this bread was scattered and then gathered and made one, 

so may your Church be gathered into your kingdom. 

Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

  

Wisdom has built her a house; she has mixed her wine; she has set her table. 

Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

  

Eucharistic Prayer  
  

 The Lord is here. 

All  His Spirit is with us. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, 

your living Word, through whom you have created all things; who was sent 

by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.   

  

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, born of the 

blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he opened wide 

his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; and 

revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and 

won for you a holy people. 

  

And now we give you thanks because when he humbled himself to come 

among us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed long ago and 

opened for us the way of salvation.  So now we watch for the day, knowing 

that the salvation promised us will be ours when Christ our Lord will come 

again in glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever 

praising you and saying: 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of all 

the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 



Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.   

All   Though we are many, we are one body,  

  because we all share in one bread. 

 

As I take this in my hand I encourage you to hold out your own hands to 

receive Christ spiritually, through the gift of his body and blood. 

 

Silence may be kept 

 

Agnus Dei (from Mass of St Cedd – Peter Nardone sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sinbut active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn: O come, O come Emmanuel sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 O come, O come Emmanuel, 

 redeem thy captive Israel, 

that into exile drear is gone, 

 far from the face of God’s dear son.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

 shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 



2 O come, thou branch of Jesse, draw 

 the quarry from the lion's claw; 

from the dread caverns of the grave, 

from nether hell, thy people save.   Refrain  

 

3 O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright. 

Pour on our souls thy healing light; 

dispel the long night's lingering gloom, 

and pierce the shadows of the tomb.  Refrain 

 

4 O Come, thou Lord of David’s Key. 

The royal door fling wide and free; 

safeguard for us the heavenward road, 

and bar the way to death's abode.  Refrain 

 

5 O come, O come, Adonai, 

who in thy glorious majesty 

from that high mountain clothed in awe, 

gavest thy folk the elder Law.  Refrain 
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Blessing 
 

May God the Father, judge all-merciful,  

make us worthy of a place in his kingdom.  

Amen. 

May God the Son, coming among us in power, 

reveal in our midst the promise of his glory.  

Amen. 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope and constant in love. 

Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son  

and the Holy Spirit be with you now and always.   

Amen. 
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