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Easter Day 



We are invited to turn towards the font, where there is a lit candle. 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised gloriously from the dead, crushing the power of sin and destroying the sting of death.  Through the world Christians celebrate the mighty power of God as Christ calls us out of darkness to share in his marvelous light.  May we, and all Christ’s people, shine as lights in the world to the glory of God the Father.

Do you turn to Christ	  I turn to Christ
Do you repent of your sins?	  I repent of my sins.
Do you renounce evil?	  I renounce evil.

God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell: fill your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Hymn:  Jesus is Lord We turn to the front, and as the procession goes through the church the light is brought to the other candles. 

1. Jesus is Lord! Creation's voice proclaims it,
for by his power each tree and flower was planned and made.
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it -
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry: `Jesus is Lord!'
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Praise him with alleluias, for Jesus is Lord.
2. Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal
in flesh he came to die in pain on Calvary's tree.
Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding -
yet gave his life a ransom thus setting us free.
Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him with alleluias, for Jesus is Lord.

3. Jesus is Lord! O'er sin the mighty conqueror;
from death he rose and all his foes shall own his name.
Jesus is Lord! God sends his Holy Spirit
to show by works of power that Jesus is Lord.
Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him with alleluias, for Jesus is Lord.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Reading: John 20: 1-18
 
All:	Alleluia, alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord,
Alleluia, alleluia give praise to his name.
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

All:	Alleluia, alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord,
Alleluia, alleluia give praise to his name.

Reflection

The Profession of Faith  
 
	Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of 
all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
All	I believe and trust in him.
 	Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
	who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?
All 	I believe and trust in him.
 	Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
	who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ 
	known in the world?
All	I believe and trust in him.
 	This is the faith of the Church:
All	This is our faith.  We believe and trust in 
	one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Intercessions 

Peace 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
Peace be with you!  Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  

	The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.
All	And also with you.  Alleluia!

Hymn: See what a morning

See what a morning, gloriously bright,
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem;
Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light,
As the angels announce Christ is risen!
See God's salvation plan, wrought in love, 
Borne in pain, paid in sacrifice,
Fulfilled in Christ, the Man, for He lives:
Christ is risen from the dead!

See Mary weeping, 'Where is He laid?'
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb;
Hears a voice speaking, calling her name;
It's the Master, the Lord raised to life again!
The voice that spans the years, speaking life, 
Stirring hope, bringing peace to us,
Will sound till He appears, for He lives, 
Christ is risen from the dead!

One with the Father, Ancient of Days,
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty,
Honour and blessing, glory and praise
To the King crowned with power and authority!
And we are raised with Him, death is dead, 
Love has won, Christ has conquered;
And we shall reign with Him, for He lives, 
Christ is risen from the dead!
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	The Lord is here.
All 	His Spirit is with us.
 
	Lift up your hearts.
All 	We lift them to the Lord.

	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All 	It is right to give thanks and praise.
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father, and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your wonderful works.

For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has 
conquered the powers of death and hell and restored in men and women the image of your glory. He has placed them once more in paradise and opened to them the gate of life eternal.

And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness, while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory:

We sing  	Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
		holy is the Lord God almighty. 
		Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
		holy is the Lord God almighty. 
		Who was and is and is to come.
		Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood  of your dear Son.
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised 
you, gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Jesus Christ is Lord:

All   	Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free.
	You are the Saviour of the world.
 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

We sing	All heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord.
		Who can compare with the beauty of the Lord?
		For ever he will be the Lamb upon the throne.
		I gladly bow the knee and worship him alone.




Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

All		Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
All 		Though we are many, we are one body, 
		because we all share in one bread.

We sing	I will proclaim the glory of the risen Lord.
Who once was slain to reconcile us all to God.
For ever you will be the Lamb upon the throne.
I gladly bow the knee and worship you alone. 

 The minister invites the people to receive communion, saying
 	God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people
All	Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord
	To the glory of God the Father.

Prayer after Communion
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son
to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection
have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
grant us so to die daily to sin,
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

All	Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Notices

Blessing
God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you now and always.  Amen.

Hymn:  Thine be the glory
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.
Thine be the glory…

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love:
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.
Thine be the glory…

	Go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!
All	Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!
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